
THE PROJECT: The city of Lincoln, Nebraska, officially began 

construction on its $36 million Water 2.0 initiative in August 2025. 

The initiative sought to strengthen the reliability of the city’s water 

system by connecting Lincoln’s current main source of water, the 

Platte River, with the Missouri River through a 54-inch water pipeline 

underneath the Platte River. When the city contracted Michels 

Trenchless, an energy and infrastructure solutions provider, to help 

with the job, the team at Michels knew they would need lift support 

from an experienced, well-resourced lifting services company. That’s 

when they called Maxim Crane. 

THE CHALLENGE: Placing a pipeline underneath a thriving river 

that serves as the main source of clean water for the city of Lincoln 

is no small order. Firstly, the precision needed to guide the pipeline 

underground posed an immediate challenge. Working directly under a 

significant natural resource, minimizing ecological impact was another 

main concern, as was creating minimal disturbance to the citizens of 

Lincoln during construction. 

OUR APPROACH & SOLUTION: This lift required supreme accuracy, months of disciplined planning, and the use of Maxim’s 

vast resources to get the job done. In the end, eight Maxim cranes worked simultaneously to lift the 288-ton water pipeline 

30 feet off the ground, then ease it underground at the exact right angle. Maxim provided quality cranes, top-tier engineering 

support, and on-site guidance to see the lift through to completion. 
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BY THE NUMBERS

PROJECT FACTS

Location: Lincoln, NE 

Type:  Municipal Water Transmission

MAXIM FACTS

Total Contractors: 5

Weight Lifted: 576,000 lbs

CRANE STATS

• Crawler: 2

• All Terrain: 6

On Site Total: 8



EQUIPMENT USED: Maxim utilized top-tier lifting 

equipment for this project, specifically selected for the site’s 

constraints and load requirements: 

• Link-Belt TCC2500 Tele-crawler: 250 ton

• Tadano ATF22-G5 All Terrain Crane: 250 ton

• Grove GMK6400 All Terrain Crane: 450 ton

• Liebherr LTM1200-5.1 All Terrain Crane: 240 ton

• Link-Belt 298 Crawler: 250 ton

• Liebherr LTM1250-6.1 All Terrain Crane: 300 ton

• Grove GMK600L All Terrain Crane: 350 ton

• Grove GMK6300L All Terrain Crane: 350 ton

RESULTS & IMPACT: As a result of this project, the 

city of Lincoln’s water system has substantially increased 

resilience in the face of natural disasters and secured 

its connection to a second water source. Maxim’s role 

in this project concluded with zero incidents, supreme 

cost efficiency, and as minimal disruption to the city as 

possible. In fact, many citizens, excited by the prospect of 

a stronger water system, visited the site to watch Maxim 

work. This project demonstrates Maxim’s unmatched ability 

to deliver equipment and solutions of the highest caliber to 

municipalities seeking to strengthen their infrastructure for 

future generations.

 

THE MAXIM ADVANTAGE: Michels Trenchless came to 

Maxim Crane not just to provide cranes for their lift, but 

to provide high-quality equipment and critical guidance 

that would bring this project safely to completion for the 

citizens of Lincoln. Drawing on our elite team of engineers, 

sales representatives, operators, and more, Maxim Crane is 

experienced in providing support to your turn-key solutions. 

We don’t just sell the job. We see it through.
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WHETHER YOU’RE WORKING HUNDREDS OF FEET IN THE SKY OR DEEP BELOW A MAJOR WATER SOURCE, MAXIM IS 

HERE FOR OUR NATION’S MUNICIPALITIES. AS YOU CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN YOUR CITY’S RESILIENCE AGAINST 

NATURAL DISASTERS AND GLOBAL CHANGE, REACH OUT TO MAXIM TO LEARN HOW WE CAN BEST SUPPORT YOUR LIFT. 

BRING MAXIM’S EXPERIENCE TO YOUR NEXT PROJECT:


